VOTES avp PROCEEDINGS, November, 179g. -
;- £-105296 1 0;] the refidue of the inftalled debt confifts principally of a lnan af{ysﬁmfo

~commiflioners of -the federal city, and bonds, with {ecurity;. to. fhe»‘amouﬁi’;afg,iqw. E 4 *n, .b

taken in virtue of an aét of the laft feflion, authorifing a purchafe and fale of the thoptank Indian
- lands in Dorchefter county.  Another part of the inftalled debt arifes on compofitionmpney for
' vacant lands in|Allegany county, which is fecured to the ftate by the bonds of the ‘Parties pro-
- clamating or taking up the land, with good and ample fecurity, payable in the manner preferibed
by law. The committee find, that the whole of the uninftailed: debt, agd- ghe ?oiioﬁi“ag items:

of the inftalled debt, exhibited by the agent in his annual report to the legiflature, to wit:. .

~ On account of the emiffions of 1769 and 1773, . . ... . v . w28 o 4
Intereft due thereon, . . . .. . [7. | *+ <+ . Bo oo ... -
o _ Bo8 o 2
On account of fpecifics, . . . . . . . ., . . . . . X9 rar .

Intereft duethereon, . . . . . . . . . e e e . 415 o

_ SO —— 2316 1T
On account of |balances due on the auditor’s books, . . . . | 1970 2 g._-

- Intereft due thereon, . . . ., . . . . . . o+« « « . 20 0 0 . --

. —————— I90 2 ¢

On account of taxes, . . ot ot e s e e L L w513 6 »
Intereft due thereon,- . . . . . . . . . v v - - . . 85 o o -

| g s - ————8345 13 6

On account of imoney loaned, . . . . ., . . Lt .+ . 154519 o ‘
Intereft due thereon, . . . . . . . . . *+ + « . . 370 0 o

— -1915°19° ©

Amounting in the whole to L-112B312 4

1

Have, fince the agent’s repd.rf of the laft:year, remained nearl_y in the fame flate; not much -di-
minifhed by any collections that have been made; but in faét {fome of the jtems have increafed,

have been hitherto made; whilft the committee believe that no negleé or inattention to the du-
ties of the office can be imputed to the agent from this circumitance, they think an inference
may fairly be drawn, that a fource of revenue, fo uncertain and precarious, cannot demand the ex-
- pence or {uperintendence of fuch an officer. , The committee ftate, that the inftalled debt due apd:
~ fecured to the ftate, as mentioned above, is/all liquidated and bonded for, and as the coile®ion
~of it-involves no.difficulty, and requires no greater attemtion. or care than what is neceflary in
the regular courfe of legal proceedings, they think it would not fuffer any material defalcation

- from the difcontinuance of the officer.

The contingent annual revenue of the ftate arifing from fines, forfeitures, marriage licences,
&c. from the nature and manner of its colleflion, was never, in the opinion of your committee,
‘the inducement of the legiflature in appointing an agent; this has been placed, with other debts
and branches of revenue, under the control of the agent generally, with a {mall per ceatum on
its collection, but the obvious reafons which moved originally to this appointment, muft have
‘been the fales of confifcated property, the debts due from the citizens jn. confequence of fuch
-fales, and the numerous balances due on open accounts, which have been fince, by the exertions.
and induftry of thel feveral agents, nearly clofed; befides, this fund being annual and permarent,
the idea of an agent to fuperintend its. collettion leads to a permanent eftablithment of fuch an
officer, which the ‘(Iommittee are of opinion is not neceffary, and that it would be more eligible
to velt competent powers in the treafurer, or fome other department of the government which
the wifdom of the houfe may fuggeft. The committee {ubmit the foregoing ftatement and chfera.
vations'to the confideration of the houfe, which they hope are corre&, and will be found fuffici.
ent to cnable the houfe to judge on the order of reference under which the committee have alted.
The fubjedt is difficult and extenfive, but from ail the attention and confideration which the com-
mittee have been able to beftow, and from the beft and only pra&icable fources of information
within their power, they are of opinion that the prefent fituation of the revenue of the flate
does not require the appointment of an agent; which is refpetiully fubmitted to the hoyfe.

By ordcr, J. F. HARRIS; clk.
‘Which was read.. - i

Orngrep, That the fame have a fecond reading on Monday next. :
Mr. Key, from tl'Ie committee, delivers to the fpeaker the following report: :

. THE committee (to whom was referred the petition of Gabriel Duvall, and others, f‘rcporr,
that they have taken the fame into their confideration, and are of opinion the fame is juflt, and
ought to be granted, and beg leave to report the following refolution to the confideration of the
houfe of delegates. . . o : T
Whereas it appears to this’ general aflembly, by a certificate from the treafarer of the weltern
fhore, that there was. due to William Hindman, Gabriel Duvall, and the reprefentatives of Wii-
Tiam Perry, late of Talbot county, deceafed, on the twenty-third of March, feventeen bundred
and ninety-nine, . the fum of three hundred and one pounds ten fhillings and three:pence, ‘being
&n over payment made by them for confifcated property purchafed of the ftate, avifing from a de-
ficiency of one hundred and forty-three acres.in the land purchafed, as appears by the centificate
Aurvey returned by John Brown Hackett, appointed to make the furvey; Rzsorven, That

the.




